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The Expert for Quality Assurance – Leica Steel Expert

Leica Microsystems is pleased to introduce Leica Steel Expert, a powerful new software solution that brings fast, reproducible and accurate results to the process of automated inclusion rating for stainless steel. Leica Steel Expert can be used with an automated materials microscope and high resolution digital colour camera to form a professional integrated systems solution. The Digital FireWire camera range is optimised for the detection of non-metallic inclusions in modern stainless steel alloys to provide a sophisticated method of measuring even the finest detail and obtaining meaningful data.

Leica Steel Expert allows the verification of up to six different types of non-metallic inclusions in steel alloys. Sulfides, globular oxides, silicates, aluminium oxide and heterogeneous inclusions can be detected along with the ability to recognise coloured TIN inclusions. It is compatible with most established industrial standards including ASTM E45, DIN 50 602 with K and M factors, JIS G0555 and is prepared for the new EN10247, a release that is expected in the near future.

The workstation for steel inclusion rating can be individually combined from different system components. For the high-end segment, Leica Steel Expert can be used together with the fully automated compound microscope Leica DM6000 M and the inverted light microscope Leica DM5000 M. Dr. Juergen Paul, product manager for image analysis systems states “Leica Seel Expert is the first software based system for steel inclusion rating, which covers all requirements for the analysis of modern steel alloys”. As an application module of the new Leica Application Suite LAS, Steel Expert strives to provide a easy to use and comfortable operating environment.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Leica Microsystems is a leading global designer and producer of innovative high-tech precision optics systems for the analysis of microstructures. It is one of the market leaders in each of the fields Microscopy, Confocal Laser Scanning Microscopy, Imaging Systems, Specimen Preparation and Medical Equipment. The company manufactures a broad range of products for numerous applications requiring microscopic imaging, measurement and analysis. It also offers system solutions in the areas of Life Science including biotechnology and medicine, as well as the science of raw materials and industrial quality assurance. The company is represented in over 100 countries with 8 manufacturing facilities in 6 countries, sales and service organizations in 19 countries and an international network of dealers. With its workforce of about 3,300 employees it made a turnover of 480m euros in 2005. The international management is headquartered in Wetzlar, Germany.
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